Beta-endorphin-like immunoreactivity: assessment of blood levels in patients with tumors of different origin.
Beta-endorphin-like immunoreactivity (beta-ELIR) blood levels in control subjects and in patients with different carcinoma and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma tumor types, were found within the same range, with the exception of one carcinoma type. This pertained to a group of patients with small cell lung cancer who had a significantly higher median beta-ELIR level compared to controls. This finding, and the fact that proopiomelanocortin expression is enhanced in tissues of this cancer type, suggest that the latter might secrete elevated beta-ELIR amounts into the blood of the affected patients.